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ñWeôre all passionate 

about plantsò is a something 
we can all say about ourselves, 

and it applies equally to our 

nurseryfolk: our venues; you, our 

customers and friends; and to us, 

Janet and Martin, at Plant 

Huntersô Fairs. 

When we started Plant Huntersô Fairs a decade ago 

both Janet and I were thinking solely about our 

passion for plants and gardens and bringing the best 

of both together at affordable prices.  To arrange a 

specialist plant fair with all our favourite nurseries at 

our favourite local garden was a dream come true. 

Weôve been living the dream ever since! 

Little did we imagine that first Plant Huntersô Fair at The Dorothy Clive Garden would blossom and grow into 45 

events across 10 counties and featuring a growing band of nurseries and artisans currently numbering 49 and 

travelling from 20 counties. 

We couldnôt have kept going and growing without the passion for plants you all have shown over the yearsðthanks! 

ñPassionate about plantsò is the theme of this newsletter and we have lots of brilliant articles on all aspects of plants 

and planting.  
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The Lavinia Walk 

at Cholmondeley 

Castle 
IŜŀŘ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ .ŀǊǊȅ DǊŀƛƴ ƻƴ 

ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘȅ 

ǿƘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ 
Visitors to Cholmondeley last year will have seen us mark-

ing out some new beds either side of a long gravel pathway 

running from the herbaceous borders down towards the 

temple garden. This new and important garden feature is 

called the Lavinia Walk, and is dedicated to the late Lavin-

ia, Dowager Marchioness of Cholmondeley, and in celebra-

tion of her lifeôs work in the garden here. So in January 

2017 I sat down with Lord Cholmondeley and his family to 

plan the two year work program to implement these new 

borders, and design the planting scheme. This area of the 

garden is currently very open, and contains only expansive 

grassed areas and mature trees set back from the main axis, 

so all in all quite a dramatic change.  

It all started with the marking out of the beds in the loose 

style of a Greek key pattern, with the larger sections 6m 

deep and 7m long, the smaller recesses being 3m deep by 

5m long. Whilst the existing herbaceous borders would 

ultimately be incorporated into this new design, we left 

them for the time being, and in March marked then sprayed 

off the turf down the avenue to give the ófootprintô of the 

new borders. In April mild steel edging was installed along 

the inside of the borders to act as a barrier between the 

gravel path, with the plan in September to lay turf up to the 

edging to frame the borders. For now the beds were rota-

vated, and to save them being fallow until autumn we broadcast sowed Essex Red Clover as a green manure to help build 

up some bulk density and nutrient levels within the soil, which up until this point had just laid under turf. Now the clover 

of course is very vigorous so to save it running to continuous flower through summer and seeding itself everywhere we ran 

the strimmers over the beds 3 or 4 times during the course of the season to prevent this, and then rotavated it all in in early 

September.  

Now, the idea of borders in this chosen shape may seem unusual, but the borders needed a backdrop of some form given 

the open nature of the site, and it was felt that running a hedge along the back of the borders (a more commonly chosen 

solution) was not for us. The family wanted to be a bit more creative, and also with these borders running from west to 

east the light and sun levels would be uneven throughout the year meaning uneven growth. Therefore in the grassed re-

cesses we searched for a suitable variety of tree, to give all year round interest and act as a less formal non-solid backdrop. 

After much thought we selected Malus hupehensis, which for me is one of the very best crabs. It is very hardy, with good 

vigour and constitution, and is the kind of tree that we could formatively prune to maintain a more compact, yet open and 

attractive habit. The real beauty of this Malus is its late white blossom from pink buds, small cherry red fruits, and superb 

autumn colour. These duly arrived with us from our friends at the excellent Cherry Tree Arboretum in Cheshire sometime 

ñthe ófootprintô of the new bordersò 

Photo: Barry Grain 
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in early October, and were duly planted without 

haste, all very exciting! 

In the meantime we were working on the plant list, 

and were talking with our talented local blacksmith 

Matthew Hallett about some new ironwork supports 

to grow climbing roses centrally in each of the larg-

er recesses. Roughly fifty percent of the plants in 

the existing herbaceous borders were to be kept, 

with most scheduled for lifting and division in 

spring 2018, but some like Penstemon óGarnetô, 

Salvia patens, and the superb Diascia personata 

would require propagating and planting out fresh, so 

our ógreenhouse manô Bill got busy with that. Of the 

fifty percent of varieties that would not fit into the 

new scheme all were to be lifted, divided and dis-

tributed to other areas of the garden, thus giving us 

the impetus to also give areas like the glade and 

parts of the temple garden an overhaul.  

So as to the new plant list, well, in Cholmondeley 

style, and fitting for the lady of its creation it is both 

bespoke and exciting. Borders with lots of interest 

all through the year are very much our preference 

here. So several varieties of hellebore such as H. 

óAngel Glowô and H. óMme Lemonnierô were plant-

ed in strong groups around the base of each of the 

new rose supports as a good use of space and winter 

interest, along with carefully positioned groups of Euphorbia characias óWulfeniiô to add permanent structure. Early to 

mid-season colour will start with thousands of tulips, with T. óCarnival de Niceô and T. óEstella Rijnveldô planted in rib-

bons all along the borders, and these will give rise to bearded Iris óCarnabyô I. óCaldronô and I. sibirica, Eremurus 

óCleopatraô, Delphiniums, climbing roses and several fine selections of tree peonies from Kelways.  

The colours change and intensify as summer progresses with bold reds and oranges, but also lots of pink shades. Season 

long colour is provided by Penstemon óGarnetô and the still superb Diascia personata. Alstromeria, Helenium, Crocosmia, 

Lilium, Persicaria, Monarda, and ultimately Aster and Amaryllis belladonna to name a but a few continue the interest 

through the year and into autumn. Lots of half-hardy plants will be seasonally added every year with selections of Dahlia, 

Salvia and Canna, adding further textures and wow factor.  

The borders themselves will be spectacular enough, but at either end of this walkway some real presence will be created. 

At the western end two pieces of statuary in the form of garlanded cherubs by Van Nost will be installed atop the rose 

garden steps. These two pieces have spent many years ornamenting the temple garden, and are from the third hall and gar-

dens of the early 18th century, and will be restored over the coming months with final placement taking place in October 

2018. At the eastern end, towards the temple garden, three classical stone benches will be recessed into a large half circle 

of hornbeam hedging that arches over the path. In front of these will be a central dedication from the family to Lady 

Lavinia herself, with carved stone, pebbles and a decorative urn, all of which is to be placed through 2018.  

All told I personally cannot think of a greater tribute to such a fantastic lady gardener, who almost single handed trans-

formed Cholmondeley into what it is today.  

Cholmondeley Castle Gardens Plant Huntersô Fair 

Sunday 29
th
 April 2018 10am - 5pm 

Special Event Price Fair and gardens: Ã3.50 

Free Parking. 

Cholmondeley Castle Gardens 
Malpas  
Cheshire SY14 8AH 

Tel: 01829 720383 website: www.cholmondeleycastle.com  

ñAt either end of this walkway some real presence will be 

createdò 

Photo: Barry Grain 
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LǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ млǘƘ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ /ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ !ŘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǝƳŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƘŜǊŜΦ  
With the fair laid out around the hall; teas on the lawns; bluebells in bloom through the woods and flower 

borders bursting with colour; this must be one of our favourite places to hold a plant fair. 

Bridge Farm Plants with interesting and unusual perennials 

ChickenStreet with chicken-proof plants for the garden 

Conquest Plants Nursery specialising in coloured foliage 

CraftyPlants with air plants, bromeliads as well as other tropicals and sub-tropicals 

Green's Leaves from Gloucestershire with the newest lines in flowering plants 

Hall Farm Nursery specialising in perennials and alpines.  

Jurassicplants Nurseries growing unusual seed-raised trees, shrubs and climbers 

Lyneal Mill Nursery with cottage garden plants 

Mandsand Plants Nursery from Cheshire specialising in Perennials and shrubs with an emphasis on interesting foliage 

which includes a good range of Heucheras, Heucherellas and Tiarellas 

Mayfields Plants with bee and butterfly friendly perennials 

Meadow View Plants growing sought after perennials  

Packhorse Farm Nursery specialising in Acers and other ornamental trees and shrubs.  

Pottertons Nursery specialising in alpines, dwarf bulbs and woodland plants.  

ShadyPlants.com with plants for shade 

SpecialPerennials growing summer and late flowering perennials to attract wildlife. 

Standwell Tools with garden tools designed to help prevent back ache 

Stonyford Cottage Nursery with sempervivum and moisture loving plants 

The Gobbett specialising in Syringa (Lilac), flowering dogwoods and beardless Iris 

Tissington Nursery specialising in perennials.  

 

Sunday 13th May 2018 10am - 4pm 

Gardens and plant fair: Ã3.00 Free parking. Dogs on leads welcome 

Mill Lane, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 4LF 
 
Tel: 01625 827 595 Email: enquiries@adlingtonhall.com website: www.adlingtonhall.com 

Photo: Zoltan Hamori 
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Helping Hope 

House Hospices 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ LǊƻƴǿƻǊƪ /ŜƴǘǊŜ  

2018 will be our 4th year at the British Ironwork Centre in 

Oswestry Shropshire and we are really proud to have helped 

raise over Ã5000 for Hope House Childrenôs Hospices 

through the donations you make when coming into the fair. 

Letôs smash that total in 2018! 

Sunday 20
th
 May 2018 

Sunday 29
th
 July 2018 

Times 10am - 4pm 

Entry to fair, sculpture trail and ironworks : Ã1.00 in aid of Hope House 

Free parking 

The British Ironwork Centre  
Whitehall Aston  
Oswestry  
Shropshire  
SY11 4JH 

E-mail: info@britishironworkcentre.co.uk  Phone: 08006888386  website: www.britishironworkcentre.co.uk 

We had a lovely time at Bosworth Battlefield last June 

and it was lovely to see so many families enjoying the 

wonderful plants on offer. 

Entry to fair Ã1.00 (under 16ôs free) 

Dogs on leads welcome 

P&D Parking 

Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre  
Sutton Cheney, Nuneaton CV13 0AD 

Phone: 01455 290429 

email: bosworth@leics.gov.uk 

Website: www.bosworthbattlefield.co.uk. 

Back to 

Bosworth 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ фǘƘ WǳƴŜ млŀƳ-пǇƳ 

ñThatôs enough plants Mummyò 

Photo: Plant Huntersô Fairs 


















































































