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Something New For Your 

Garden 
Each spring gardeners compare notes on the year just gone 

and I can almost guarantee that theyôll say it was a funny 

yearðunusual weather, some new pest or disease, or plants 

growing taller or shorter than normal.  

The one certainty in gardening is that nature will hand us 

some surprises and that weôll all finish the year having learnt 

something new.  

We may be delighted by the unexpected beauty of a plant or 

a combination of plants or by a chance seedling coming up where youôd never have thought 

to plant it.  

On the other hand we may be puzzled or perplexed by a sulking plant, or disheartened by a 

plague of slugs. The great thing about gardening and gardeners is that we always have 

something to look forward to and we develop an unshakeable resilience and optimism that 

keeps us smiling and moving forward to the next year. 

Like me, you may have watched the BBC series ñThe Great British Garden Revivalò this 

winter. What struck me listening to the ordinary folk on the show is that ñthe revivalò has 

been happening for some time out of sight of the national media. It has been led and 

championed by the dedication and enthusiasm of small nurseries and collection holders, 

local gardens open to the public and, we hope in a small way, by Plant Huntersô Fairs 

bringing these two together and of course by you, the garden lovers, who choose to come 

along whatever the weather and support us. 

Iôm not pretending everything is rosy in the garden world but at grass roots level we are full 

of optimism and excitement about the future. 

The theme of this newsletter is ñsomething new for your gardenò and that is what you will 

always find at Plant Huntersô Fairs: new and exciting plants, old varieties revived by the 

passion and dedication of our expert nursery folk, new ways to use plants, new approaches 

to pests and above all a renewed inspiration to get into your garden and create something 

new and unique to you. 

We have new two venues this yearðBurton Manor on the Wirral and Dearnford Lake in 

Shropshire ðboth very different and both great days out. We hope to see lots of you there 

this year. 

Roll on 2014! 

Best wishes 

Martin  



Preparing for the future at 

Hodnet Hall Gardens 

Gardener Ross Underwood give us a sneak 

preview of the developments at this 

magnificent garden 

Hodnet has been a relative newcomer to the Plant Hunterôs Fairs 

but we have been overwhelmed by the response from the public 

on even the wettest days. This has been all the more surprising 

as the garden had become less well known in recent years than it formerly was.  

Encouraged by the response to the limited opening hours offered 2014 will see a more sig-

nificant re-launch of the garden. We will now be open every Sunday and Bank Holiday from 

the first weekend in April to the last weekend in September. In addition, Hodnet and our 

close neighbour Wollerton Old Hall Garden have joined forces to offer visitors a specially 

priced ticket which will get you into both gardens on ordinary open days. Our forthcoming 

new website will keep everyone up to date on the latest developments. 

Donôt forget that for the Plant Huntersô Fair we offer half 

price entry (Ã3.00) and as a plant fair special pre-booked 

groups of 20 or more can have a free guided tour of the 

gardens. 

We are planning for the future in the garden too. Hodnet 

has always been known for the rhododendron display in May 

and June. Recently we have been clearing and regenerating 

areas of the garden and many species rhododendrons have 

been planted. These should make a pleasing contrast to the 

hardy hybrids which are the mainstay of the spring display. 

Species such as R. sinogrande (picture top right) or R. 

kesangiae flower earlier than the main display extending the 

season in one direction. The fine foliage on many of these 

plants also means there is something to look at for the rest 

of the year. R. hodgsonii and R. thomsonii are attractive 

even in winter with beautiful flaking bark. All rhododendrons 

enjoy a free draining humus rich acid soil but many, even 

the large leaved species can be cultivated in pots if a satis-

factory regime of watering and feeding is kept up. Never put 

a small plant in a large pot but instead pot as necessary go-

ing one size up each time with a good compost. 

Hodnet was also awarded National Collection Status in 

2014 for Cercidiphyllum (photo lower right). These won-

derful trees colour beautifully in autumn and give off a 

powerful aroma of toffee as the leaves fall, hence the 

common name of óburnt sugar treesô. Although they can 

reach huge proportions in Asia there are some more 

manageable cultivars including óBoydôs Dwarfô that can be 

accommodated in more modest gardens. Cercidiphyllum 

are fairly adaptable in regards to soil and will even grow 

in wetter conditions but good light is a must to get the 

best out of them. 

Hodnet Hall Gardens 
Hodnet 
Market Drayton 
Shropshire TF9 3NN 
Phone: 01630 685786 
   
www.hodnethallgardens.org  

Sat. 31st May & Sun. 1st June 

10am-5pm 

Entry is just Ã3.00 

Guided tours for pre- booked 

groups of 20+ 

http://www.hodnethallgardens.org


Keep it Dark 

Paul Green of Greenôs Leaves let us into 

some of his darkest (plant) secrets 

The popularity of dark plants looks set to continue.  Just like 

variegated plants, dark plants are best shown off when not put 

all together. Mix them up with a whole range of colours to give 

strong contrasts.   

Here are a few of the increasing range we grow which are sell-

ing well - they are hardy and reliable. 

Weigela florida Wine & Roses (óAlexandraô) ï the best of many dark forms in my book. The 

foliage needs good light (full sun is perfect) to colour up. The bonus of masses of rich pink 

trumpet flowers  in summer make this a winner. At only 3-4 ft (just over 1 m) they fit most 

gardens.  

Physocarpus opulifolius Lady in Red (óTuiladô) ï the new intensely red foliage is stunning, 

turning a deep purple with age.  Flowers are pink tinged in bud, opening white. As well as 

use in borders or big tubs, this makes a good hedge when pruned. 

Ophiopogon planiscapus óNigrescensô ï ñBlack Mondo 

Grassò ï hell of a big name for a fairly small plant. 

There are newer more vigorous forms of this - Black 

Beard is a strong one. Thereôs nothing wrong with the 

original form though. They all like the good life (like 

me) ï plenty of food & drink! Great for pots or borders, 

this can be used in sun or a bit of shade too. You need 

a good contrast to show the black off ï maybe a  silver 

leaved Brunnera or golden grass such as Hakonechloa. 

Or even ... wait for it, itôs very Chelsea ï a coloured 

glass mulch?  

Iôm bulking up a white edged, black ophiopogon ï itôs very slow, but lovely. 

Sambucus nigra Black Tower ï a slow growing, fas-

tigiate dark elder. For those who find Black Beauty a 

bit strong (!), go for this. Itôs especially suited to 

growing in containers.  Attractive flowers & elderber-

ries are a bonus.  

Hydrangea macrophylla óMerveille Sanguineô ï mar-

vellous blood indeed! See photo. Our best selling 

macrophylla type by a mile ï flowers are especially 

dark on acid soils (or in a pot with ericaceous com-

post). 

Dark plants are not miserable ï they give you a bit of 

drama in your garden! 

Paul & Helen Green 
36 Ford House Rd,  
Newent,  
Gloucestershire GL18 1LQ 
tell:01531 820154 / 07890 413036 
website: www.greensleavesnursery.co.uk  
Email: r.paul.green@hotmail.co.uk 

http://www.greensleavesnursery.co.uk
mailto:r.paul.green@hotmail.co.uk


Blossom, Bluebells and all 

thatôs Blooming Wonderful  

Sugnall Walled Garden in April 

Saturday 26th April at Sugnall Walled Garden near Ec-

cleshall, Stafford promises to be a wonderful day out with 

something for everyone ðfruit and veg in the walled gar-

den, bluebells in the surrounding woodland and lots of love-

ly plants from our great line up of nurseries. 

For those of you who love the subtle charm of foliage more 

than flower we have Conquest Plants Nursery from Cheshire 

with variegated plants; Green's Leaves from Gloucester-

shire specialising in Australasian and coloured leaf shrubs 

and Penmere Plants from Cheshire specialising in heuchera 

and related plants.  

We have no shortage of flowering plants as well: 

Hall Farm Nursery from Shropshire with perennials and 

alpines; Mayfields Plants from Cheshire growing in cottage 

flowers; Tissington Nursery from Derbyshire specialising in 

perennials especially nepeta and sanguisorba; Wood-

field Nursery from Flintshire with unusual perennials and 

SpecialPerennials from Cheshire specialising in summer 

and late flowering perennials including their National Collec-

tions of Helenium and Centaurea. First-timers at this event 

are Lyneal Mill Nursery from Shropshire specialising in wild-

flowers, digitalis and aquilegia. 

Also new to the event are locals Mucklestone Nurseries with 

plants for damp, acid conditions as well as for chalky, dry, 

coastal places.  

We also welcome for the first time Cotswold Garden Flow-

ers, Bob Brown's well known nursery from Worcester-

shire specialising in rare plants of all kinds.  

Flowering shrubs and ornamental trees are well cov-

ered by Packhorse Farm Nursery from Derbyshire 

specialising in Acers and other ornamental trees and 

shrubs and Woodland Barn Nurseries from Staf-

fordshire specialising in azalea, rhodos and daphne.  

Climbers are the forte of Roseland House from Corn-

wall. National Collections of Clematis Viticella cultivars 

and Lapageria rosea Cultivars plus climbing roses, 

honeysuckles etc. 

For organic Herbs and edibles look no further than 

The Cottage Herbery from Worcestershire.  

We also have two garden accessory stalls: Artisan 

Plant Supports and Orchard Garden Furniture. 

Sugnall 

Stafford 

ST21 6NF 

Phone: 01785 850820 

email: sugnallhall@btconnect.com  

Website: www.sugnall.co.uk  

Saturday 26th April 

10am-4pm 

Entry is just Ã1.00 

Guided tours (extra charge) 

Sorry no dogs allowed in the garden 


