
I never knew that... 
I never cease to be amazed at the sheer breadth and depth of 

knowledge and experience at a Plant Huntersô Fair. It isnôt just our 

hand-picked nurseryfolk but also the enthusiastic customers. 

Last year I learnt about planting alpine bulbs, variegated 

Eupatoriums, how to stop vine weevil getting into large tubs and 

troughs and so much more at our fairs. People must have got bored 

of me saying ñI never knew thatò. 

Itôs an old adage gardeners only stop learning when they stop 

gardening and thereôs not many gardeners who stop; even when the 

body ceases to be willing the mind is still planning and anticipating 

the changing seasons.  

The theme of this springôs newsletter is sharing knowledge and 

experience and as always our nursery mem and women have come 

up trumps with a wealth of interesting articles with something for every gardener to enjoy. 

In 2014 a couple of our nurseries had the privilege of sharing their knowledge and gardens with a 

national TV audience on Gardenerôs World. You can read about some of their experiences in this 

issue. 

We also welcome new nurseries and artisans to our line-ups for 2015 including Studio 8 Pottery who 

hopefully will be putting on some demonstrations of clay pot throwing at some of our fairs this year. 

Dr. Steve Reynolds will also be back with his ñWhatôs Up Docò plant clinic at Arley Arboretum in July. 

We have six new venues this yearð Carsington Water in Derbyshire, Donington Le Heath Manor 

House in Leicestershire, Middleton Hall in Staffordshire, Arley Arboretum in Worcestershire, 

Abbeywood Gardens in Cheshire and British Ironwork Centre in Shropshire ðall very different and 

great days out.  We are also returning to Arley Arboretum in Worcestershire after an absence of five 

yearsðitôs great to be going back there. 

We hope to see lots of you there this year. 

Best wishes 

Martin  

Medieval lore from the herb garden at 

Donington le Heath Manor House 

We really enjoyed our visit to the medieval manor 

at Donington le Heath to arrange our new 

plant huntersô fair and we were much taken 

with the herb garden and the plant labels 

explaining the historic use of the herb. We have 

reproduced some throughout this newsletter.  As 

the saying goes: ñdonôt try this at homeé.ò 

B  
ugle (Ajuga reptans) 

òDrinking results in strange fancies, 
strange sights in the night or voicesó 
  

Medieval lore from the herb garden at 

Donington Le Heath Manor  



New Faces: Paviour & 

Davies 

Mark and Susan introduce us to 

their exciting new nursery 

We are a small plant nursery based in North 

Herefordshire and South American plants particularly 

those from Chile are the focus of our nursery.  Some of 

the plants we grow will be familiar, while others may 

not, as they have remained on the fringes of the British 

horticultural landscape or disappeared from cultivation 

altogether. Plants introduced in the mid 1800õs by 

collectors such as William Lobb, George Downton and 

Richard Pearce were sometimes inappropriately 

regarded as ôstove-houseõ plants, being considered less 

hardy than they have latterly indicated to be  

 

Our aim is to re -acquaint the gardening public with an 

expanding range of delightful plants. The geographic 

spread of plants such as the podocarps, eucryphias, 

aristotelias from South America in to Australasia offers 

an exciting expansion of this theme.  

 

Given appropriate soil conditions and consideration to 

siting here are plants that offer the opportunity to try 

something a little different.  Alternatively, many are 

suitable for terrace or conservatory.  So, things to look 

out for over the coming year include Azara 

patagonica, Latua pubiflora,  and Lobelia bridgesii  from 

Chile, Myrteola nummularia  from Patagonia and the 

Falkland Islands and Callitris rhomboidea  from 

Tasmania.  

  

We also have a developing a range of less often 

offered plants of more global distribution; those that we 

hope to be of interest for supply to horticultural/

landscape design work, or are just interesting or quirky 

for example Scopolia stramonifolia , (known as 

Nepalese yak fodder).  
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Paviour & Davies Plants  

Office: 

The Dame School  Castle 

Street Wigmore  

Herefordshire HR6 9UA 

Phone:  01568 770005  

Mobile: 07966 580812 

email: markpaviour@gmail.com 



Paviour & 

Davies Plant 

Profile: Latua 

pubiflora   
  

This interesting and unusual 

semi-deciduous, late winter 

and early spring flowering 

shrub is a Chilean native and 

only found scattered in the 

coastal cordilleras and Chilo® 

Island.   

  

First collected by William 

Lobb on Chilo® in 1848 and 

successfully introduced a 

decade later by another of 

Veitchôs collectors, Richard 

Pearce from a mainland collection to the north of Lobbôs.   

It figured in the Botanical Magazine in 1863 and was included in several other publications of the 

time.  In óHortus Veitchii ó1906  it was included in the chapter of óStove and Greenhouse Plantsô and it 

was also touted as a possible wall shrub before disappearing from gardens. 

  

It is a shrub up to height & spread of 2.5 metres with spiny shoots and light green leaves bearing 

beautiful magenta flowers typically in February-March (although can be a month either side).  Semi-

deciduous, the majority of the leaves at flowering time are small clusters of much reduced size 

leaving the flowers prominent.  Flattened spherical pale-yellow fruits follow. 

  

Latua is a member of the Solanaceae family. The name Latua is derived from the Mapuche Indian 

name Latu®  -ócauses something to dieô, while the Spanish name of Palo mato  -óthe tree that killsô 

points to its standing in folk lore.  It is often referred to as óThe sorcererôs treeô in modern literature.  

Thus, careful siting and handling should be considered, as for other commonly grown ótoxicô garden 

plants such as yew, monkshood or laburnum.  

  

In Herefordshire, it has shown itself to be hardy to at least -8ÁC as a wall shrub and as equally hardy 

as a free-growing plant in a sheltered position with good sun and protection from cold winds.  It 

grows best in a rich, moist, free-draining soil, and is quite a heavy feeder.  A deep layer of mulch 

applied in autumn will help protect the base of the stems and roots, and should it be damaged by cold 

will re-shoot from the base.  

 

Mark and Susan will be at our fairs at Bodenham Arboretum this year 
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Garden Safari with SpecialPerennials: 

Rhinoceros 

Ever seen a rhinoceros in your garden? Probably not. Well 

Janet found this one hiding under a pot in our garden last 

summer. Itôs a rhinoceros beetle (Sinodenron cylindricum) . 

It is a flying beetle mainly active between June and autumn 

with the larvae living in dead wood, often stumps. This is a 

maleðthe female lacks the ñhornò. 

Puzzled by the strange surface its on? - itôs Janetôs rubber 

glove! 



 
Keeping us all even and 

regular at Hodnet Hall (and 

more besides!) 

Ross Underwood gets things moving in 

the peach house 

Like many of you I have been watching the comings and goings of 

the Crawley family in TV's "Downton Abbey". Yet I am left with just 

one question, 'where are all the gardeners?'. Every large house was 

supplied with fruit, vegetables and flowers. Hodnet Hall still retains 

its kitchen garden.  

Our acre is surrounded by wonderful red brick walls and still does 

everything that it always has. Vegetables are grown on organic 

principles which go to supply the house whilst orchids, peonies, 

sweet peas and chrysanthemums in succession fill the rooms with 

colour. 

This past winter we have been concentrating on the fruit grown in 

the garden. This also finds its way to the kitchen in the 'big house' 

where much is used for jam making and other preserves. We have 

removed some unproductive plum trees that had been trained on 

the walls. These were probably planted 50 years ago and had come 

to the end of their productive lives. After cutting down the trees a 

cubic metre of soil was removed and replaced along with copious 

amounts of manure and compost. Of our new trees one is a green 

gage, one is of course 'Victoria' and another is 'Marjorie's seedling'. 

We have also been making strenuous efforts in the peach house. 

This was originally used for vines but at some point in the past 

these were removed and replaced with peaches. This must have 

been some time ago as they had grown into venerable specimens. 

Recently these trees had been suffering from bleeding canker, a 

bacterial disease, which had encircled the main trunks and killed the 

plants. 

They obviously had to be removed but replaced with what? In the 

end we decided to go with figs. Figs do not need to be grown under 

glass but they will produce an early crop if given protection.  

Figs are generally pest and disease free but they are vigorous. 

Naturally they come from areas of the world where drought, poor 

soils and aridity are features of the climate. In cultivation those 

conditions have to be replicated as far as possible otherwise the 

plant produces growth at the expense of fruit. 

The traditional method (which we adopted) is to plant figs in a box 

that contains the 

roots. We used 3ft x 

2ft concrete slabs 

reclaimed from one 

of the houses on the 

estate. We made 

three such boxes into which we will put brick rubble 

and loam. This will restrict the roots and concentrate 

the plants efforts on fruit production. 

V 
alerian  
(Valeriana officinalis) 
òAn excellent medicine for loosening 

the bowel and for hysteric complaintsó - 
Culpepper 
  

Medieval lore from the herb garden at 

Donington Le Heath Manor  

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÍÅÔÈÏÄ ɉ×ÈÉÃÈ ×Å 

ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄɊ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎÔ ǢÇÓ ÉÎ Á ÂÏØ ÔÈÁÔ 

ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏÔÓȱ 



In nature figs are pollinated exclusively by a species of wasp which 

completes its entire life cycle on the plants. However figs do not 

need a pollinator. The flowering parts are actually contained within 

the fruit (that is what you eat). 'Brown Turkey' (the variety with an 

AGM) which we have planted has all female flowers and can produce 

two crops per year by parthenocarpy or without sexual 

reproduction. 

Syrup of figs anyone? 

Hodnet Hall Gardens, Hodnet, Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 3NN 
Phone: 01630 685786 www.hodnethallgardens.org  

Join us at the 60 acre Hodnet Hall Gardens on 

Saturday 30th & Sunday 31st May 

10am-5pm 

Entry is just Ã3.50 

Guided tours for pre- booked groups of 20+ 

Pottertons Plant Profile: 

Trillium kurabayashii  

Rob Potterton on a Trillium worth waiting for 

Trillium kurabayashii is a desirable species of Trillium. Here its 

seedlings  have been lifted out of the soil by recent frosts, after 

the photograph (1) was taken we covered them over with a mix 

of bark, gravel and soil. These are 1-2 years old, usually it take 7 

to 10 years from the seed sow date to reach flowering size. 

Rob is at most Plant Huntersô Fair or buy by mail order from www.pottertons.co.uk 
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Double delight at 

Dearnford Lake 

Spring and summer fairs at 

this Shropshire haven. 

Our first fair at this lovely Shropshire 

destination was a great success with plant 

lovers, nurseries and the venue so weôve 

decided to run two fairs there this year.  

The fairs completely free to visitors including 

easy parking, lakeside walks and access to 

the restaurant. 

We kick off our plant fair season at 

Dearnford on Sun 22nd March and 

then return on Sunday 2nd August.  

We all look forward to the first fair of the 

season and its great to be first to discover the 

new plants in the nurseries ranges.  

Pottertonôs alpines should be looking good 

with plenty of early flower to inspire you.  

Itôs not just spring flowers youôll find at our 

early fairsðitôs the ideal time to plant late 

season plants to give them a good start.  

Martin from SpecialPerennials, who always 

have a great selection of late bloomers says 

ñdonôt forget that late flowering plants can be 

planted now as well as in the autumn and the 

they will get away quickly to give a good show 

by the summer. People are always amazed 

that tall herbaceous perennials will grow from 

a few inches high in March to their full 

flowering height all in the course of a single 

seasonò. 

We have a brilliant line-up of nurseries to 

browse as well as vintage garden tools from 

the ever popular Fair Field Garden Bygones and hand-thrown pots from Studio 8 Pottery. 

So get ahead of rest and get down to Dearnford in March. 

Dearnford Lake, Tilstock Road, Whitchurch,  

Shropshire SY13 3JQ phone: 01948 258639  

email: info@dearnford.com   

website: www.dearnford.com   

Twitter: @dearnford 

L  
adyõs Mantel (Alchemilla 

vulgaris) 
òA wound healer. A sprig placed 
under the bed bringeth sleepó 
 
  

Medieval lore from the herb garden at 

Donington Le Heath Manor  

3
Á
Ø
É
Æ
Ò
Á
Ç
Á
 
*
Á
Î
 
0
Ò
Å
É
Ó
Ì
Å
Ò

ɂ
Ï
Î
Å
 
Ï
Æ
 

0
Ï
Ô
Ô
Å
Ò
Ô
Ï
Î

ȭÓ
 
Ì
É
Ô
Ô
Ì
Å
 
Ç
Å
Í
Ó

 

3
Ð
Å
Ã
É
Á
Ì
0
Å
Ò
Å
Î
Î
É
Á
Ì
Ó
 
Ó
Ô
Á
Ò
Ô
 
 
È
Å
Ì
Å
Î
É
Õ
Í
Ó
 
É
Î
 

Ì
Á
Ô
Å
 
×
É
Î
Ô
Å
Ò
 
Æ
Ï
Ò
 
Á
 
Ǩ
Ù
É
Î
Ç
 
Ó
Ô
Á
Ò
Ô
 
É
Î
 
Ó
Ð
Ò
É
Î
Ç

 

Sunday 22nd March 10am-4pm 

and Sunday 2nd August 10am-4pm 

Free entry, free parking. 

http://www.twitter.com/dearnford

